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The Highground Welcomes Over 800 Students
Over 800 students, from 13 schools and homeschool groups, experienced The Highground Education Days 
October 5–8. Featured here are just two of the many incredible thank you letters we received from students. 
We thoroughly enjoyed reading them and hope you do too! Read more about the four-day event on page 4. 
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Veterans Day at The Highground

The Season of Giving is here! We hope you will consider supporting 
The Highground when making your contributions. Our sincere thanks 
to all who have given generously in some way. If you are looking for 
ways to support our organization, please visit the “donations” page 
on our website at thehighground.us/about-us/donate

November 11, a day to honor, respect and show sincere appreciation to our Veterans for our freedoms and 
safety. Although it was cold and windy at The Highground, guests arrived throughout the day while the names of 
Wisconsin’s Fallen could be heard throughout the Park. At 3 p.m., just over 50 guests gathered in the warmth of 
the museum garage for the Veterans Day Ceremony. Members of the Thorp VFW Post #9057 held the honors of 

presenting the colors and providing the rifle salute after the ceremonial 
reading of the names of those killed in WWII, Korea, Vietnam and the Gulf 
War. Rylee Courtney, a Neillsville High School student, led everyone in the 
National Anthem with Pastor Doug Bjerke providing the invocation. Chris 
Pettis, The Highground Executive Director, welcomed familiar guests, along 
with a few newcomers, and shared a message he received from a fellow 
friend and Veteran. Steven Olikara, a Wisconsin Senate hopeful for 2022 and 
first time visitor, offered words of respect and appreciation for all Veterans 
along with encouraging thoughts on those transitioning from active duty 
to civilian life. Steven and three other guests did the honors of reading the 
ceremonial names of the fallen. Kari Porter, Director and active counselor 

for the La Crosse Vet Center, was our guest speaker. Kari served 23 years with the Wisconsin Army National Guard, 
retiring in 2019 after having served two deployments to the Middle East. Sharing her experiences as a service 
member and a Veteran, Kari bridged barriers between wars and focused on the needs of all Veterans and service 
members. Words cannot express the gratitude The Highground has for your service and your sacrifices, 
making America “the Home of the Free Because of the Brave”. 

Strike Time Lanes Hosts 9 Pin Tap
For the first Neillsville 9 Pin Tournament supporting The Highground, the October 9th event was a “Perfect Game.” 
Hosted by Strike Time Restaurant & Lanes, the lanes were open to 37 participants who enjoyed an 
afternoon of bowling, raffles and a silent auction which helped to raise $3,282. The funds raised will go a 
long way toward supporting a variety of Veterans programs that are offered to Veterans and their families, including 

the PTSD Book Program, Veterans reunions and Veterans retreats. As part 
of our mission to Honor, Educate and Heal, The Highground is dedicated to 
improving the experiences of our Veterans and their families by easing their 
burdens and softening their memories. Huge thanks go out to Strike 
Time Restaurant & Lanes; Patriot Beads & Brass, Strum; Richard 
Ottum; Cutting Edge, Neillsville; Lindsey Stump, Neillsville; Taygin 
Acres, Greenwood; Widgy Outdoors, Neillsville; American Legion 
Post #75, Neillsville; JBC apparel, Neillsville; Heather Luchtnerhand, 
Loyal; Perfect 10 Outdoors, Neillsville; Rural Insurance, Neillsville; 
Neillsville Country Club; Sav-Rite, Neillsville; Love and Flour Bakery, 
Neillsville; Tina Becker, Marshfield; Pittsville Café, Pittsville; 

Marshfield Speedway; Hoffman Construction, Neillsville; Chris Ludwiczk, Fairchild; Heiman Family 
Farm, Neillsville; Wisconsin Army National Guard; Bauer Trucking, Loyal; Fringe Benefits, Neillsville; 
Schmittys on Main, Neillsville; Harder Built Construction, Neillsville; Simplicity CU, Neillsville; 
Jeremiah Gunderson; Montgomery Family; Mark’s Made 4 You, Neillsville; Ripsquad Racing & Melvin 
Construction, Neillsville; Radon Testing, Neillsville; Sport and Spine, Greenwood; Selk Electronics, Chili; 
S & S Distributing, Sparta; Zastrow Distributing, Merrill; Wild Iris Photography, Chippewa Falls; Chris 
Pettis, Osseo. For future sponsorship opportunities, contact Bonnie at events@theighground.us or 715-743-4224.
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Event Updates

For information about events and sponsorship opportunities, please call Bonnie at
715-743-4224 or send an email to events@thehighground.us

Dec 4, 2021–Mar 6, 2022  “WWII–Pacific Theater”
Mar 12–June 5, 2022  “Stories Within Our Walls”–The People and stories 
behind the amazing items in The Highground Museum collection (Opening TBD)
June 11–Sept 18, 2022  “The U.S. Military in the Middle East”–Focusing on  
post-WWII to Present day (Opening TBD)
Sept 24–Dec 4, 2022  “The Story of The Highground–From 1965 to the Future”  
(Opening TBD)
Dec 10–Mar 5, 2023  Opening of “In-Country Allies, Spies and Underground” 
(Opening TBD)
Dec 1–31  Patriotic Quilt Display

Museum Exhibits

2022 Calendar of Events
Jan 30 9th Annual Winter Bowl
May 11–14 Spring Work Week
May 21 Legacy Stone Ceremonies; Vietnam Reunion; Spring Bake Sale
May 30 The 12th Annual Honor Ride; Memorial Day Ceremony
June 4 Volunteer Appreciation Lunch
June 11 Korean and Legacy Stone Ceremonies; Korean War Reunion
June 25 Freedom Celebration Fireworks at Dusk 
July 8–10 6th Annual Veteran Retreat for Men
July 16 Persian Gulf and Legacy Stone Ceremonies
Aug 5–7 38th Annual Heroes Ride Bike Tour (ceremony Aug 7)
Aug 6 Legacy Stone Ceremonies
Aug 20 22nd Annual Ride to Remember™ Motorcycle Ride & Rally
Sept 9–11 4th Annual Veteran Retreat for Women
Sept 17 Legacy Stone Ceremonies
TBD Military Working Dog Ceremony
Sept 21 The Highground Day of Peace Community Event
Oct 1 Legacy Stone Ceremonies; Fall Bake Sale
Oct 4–7 The Highground Education Days 
Oct 8 Bowling for The Highground
Oct 14–15 Fall Cleanup Days
Nov 11 Veterans Day Ceremony; Honoring Our Veterans Raffle Drawing
Nov 14, 2022–Mar 1, 2023 The Highground Holiday Lights
Nov 30 Season of Giving – Pledge your support for The Highground
Dec 13 Patriotic Quilt Raffle Drawing

Stay tuned for additional events at The Museum and Camp Victory. 
For timely updates, visit our website and sign up for our email newsletter!

Note: All events, dates and times are subject to change

For the most current information, please visit our website at 
thehighground.us. The Park is open 24/7/365; the Gift Shop 
and Museum are open 10am-4pm during the winter months.

The drawing for the Honoring Our Veterans ATV Raffle was 
held on November 11, 2021 after our Veterans Day Ceremony. 
Thank you Chilson Automotive Group in Cadott for their 
continued support and everyone who purchased tickets, 
all in support of The Highground and our Veterans.
WINNERS: 
2021 Polaris sportsman 450 H.O. ATV—Andy Robb
$1,000 cash—Ken Seehafer
$500 cash—Douglas Lee

The drawing for the Patriotic Adirondack Chair was also held 
on November 11 after the Veterans Day Ceremony. Thank 
you to everyone who participated in this unique raffle 
and especially to Mark Kramer for creating an awesome 
conversational chair.
WINNER—Darrell DeMars

Fall Bake Sale Enjoys 
Sweet Success
On Saturday, October 2, The Highground and its “Sweet 
Platoon” hosted their annual Fall Bake Sale with a 
tremendous turn out. Sharing the day with Legacy Stone 
Ceremonies helped boost their efforts, raising $1,071 
as many guests took advantage of the bake sale to 
feed their sweet tooth. All proceeds from the Fall Bake 
Sale are designated for maintaining and improving 2021-
2022 experiences for Veterans from all eras through events 
such as the annual Veterans Reunions. Earlier this year, the 
Vietnam Reunion included the flight of a Vietnam Era Huey 
helicopter. For some, the appearance meant support, rescue 
and evacuation.

The Highground and the Veterans we serve are sincerely 
grateful for our guests and bakers. Their support allows 
us to continue the mission to Honor our Veterans as well 
as Educate and provide Healing opportunities for all. If you 
would like to be a part of the “Sweet Platoon” by providing 
goodies for our bake sales and other events throughout
the year, send an email to events@thehighground.us or
call Bonnie at 715-743-4224.

Raffle Results!
And the winner is...
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The Highground Education Days (CONT.)

The Highground’s Day of Peace ceremony was held on September 21 in recognition of the International Day of 
Peace and events promoting peace that were held at the same time throughout the world. The ceremony began at 
noon with a minute of silence at the Liberty Bell followed by a song by Pam Smith and Kathy Burnett. All attendees 
then made their way to the Dove Effigy Mound to place flowers, hear Dennis Elrod read a poem and enjoy another 
song by Pam Smith & Kathy Burnett. The ceremony ended on The Highground trails with the dedication of The 
Highground’s very first Peace Pole. Skip Klabon read a poem that he wrote which was followed by a closing song.  
We look forward to continuing the tradition of taking part in this global event as we gather for a 
ceremony at The Highground on September 21, 2022. 

The Highground dedicated its first Peace Pole in 2021. 
The Peace Pole was created by volunteers Walt Wesenberg and 
Barb Shain. It was painted by volunteer Jonathan Meyer and 
staff at The Highground. Our Peace Pole follows the standards of 
other Peace Poles found throughout the world. It includes the phrase 
“May Peace Prevail On Earth” translated into 4 languages. English was 
chosen to signify the main language of the United States and many 
other countries that are the most fortunate on our Earth must lead the 
way for Peace. Russian – To symbolize other large world leaders, with 
differing cultures, who must also lead the way of Peace; Lakota – To 
honor indigenous cultures across the globe that have fought to live in 
Peace; Rwandan – To remember the poorest nations that continue to 
struggle daily for Peace amid dire circumstances for decades as the 
world looks away. This Peace Pole resides along the peaceful trails of 
The Highground. Future Peace Poles will be created with phrases of 
more nations and indigenous cultures. 

To support the exciting level of participation, volunteers (many for four days straight!) gave presentations at The 
Highground tributes as well as workshops on other topics. Students also received a tour of the grounds along with 
these additional presentations: Korean War interactive presentation by Ward Zischke, Command Historian for the 
88th RD Fort McCoy; Woodcarving and The Highground History by Henry Smith; Living with Disabilities by Center 
for Independent Living for Western Wisconsin; and Wisconsin Ice Age History by the Mississippi Valley Archaeology 
Center of UW–LaCrosse.

The students spent a full day at The Highground. Each day at noon, the Daughters of the American Revolution 
presented a fascinating display of Flag history along with a formal Flag Retirement Ceremony. This involves taking 
apart and properly burning a flag that is not fit to be flown anymore. Most of the students and adults present had 
never witnessed a Flag Retirement Ceremony before. This was a very special lesson on respecting our nation’s flag 
and those who have served under it.

Thank you to the many volunteers who gave presentations, led school groups and served lunch to the 
entire crew of volunteers! Teachers: Next year’s Education Days will be held October 4-7, 2022.

The Highground Day of Peace Ceremony
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Women in the Military Exhibit Recap
“Women in the Military” exhibition closes but brings The Highground many new healing connections.
Thank you to everyone that helped create this important exhibit at The Highground Museum. The exhibit focused 
on the history of women in the United States military from the 1700’s with a little history of how women have been 
warriors for thousands of years. It also featured personal stories of several female military veterans; recounting 
their achievements and positive gains from serving as well as some serious issues and challenges women in the 
military have faced, such as military sexual trauma and Post Traumatic Stress. The Wisconsin Veterans Museum new 
banner display, “I am Not Invisible”, and over 25 detailed female military uniforms from WWI–Vietnam War were 
on display from Carl Bogar Jr of Historical Military Impressions (hmihistory.com). The Highground completed the 
exhibition with uniforms, items, and stories from their in-house collection. There was also a Memorial Wall, with 
sponsored bouquets of flowers, honoring and remembering the women who lost their lives while serving. Many 
visitors had appreciative comments upon viewing the exhibit. “It’s about time someone had this kind of exhibit.” was 
one comment commonly heard, especially from female visitors. The exhibit was also a conversation starter, with 
many visitors talking about the military service of a mother, aunt or grandmother! The exhibit also generated serious 
conversations about military sexual trauma and many books on the subject, by Veteran nurse/MST Activist Sarah 
Blum, were distributed. Sponsors of this special exhibit include: Keith Huennekens (in memory of Dolores 
Michalska – USAF); Eagle Tire Center; and Sandra Foley-Smith & Gary Smith. Most exhibits created by the 
Museum have special displays that include personal stories that are brought in specifically for exhibitions. Stay 
tuned and maybe you or your family will be able to share your stories in an upcoming exhibit!

Women’s Retreat Filled to Capacity
The Female Veterans Retreat, held in September at The Highground and Camp Victory, with overnight 
lodging at the Moraine Motel, was full! The three-day retreat offered the Veterans new skills to use in their
journey with Post-Traumatic Stress, brought together many new friendships and delivered a wide variety of tools and 
information for them to take home and use. Workshops and presentations included: An evening Highground Tour 
led by Vietnam Veteran Skip Klabon; National Bald Eagle Center presentation; Forest Therapy Walk by Healing Oaks; 
Competition BBQ Workshop (the teams belong to “The Wisconsin BBQ Posse”—find them on Facebook) by Mike and 
Nathan Schilling (Smokin Highwaymen BBQ); Collin Arvey (Parrutheads Tact-I-Que); Dan Cehanovich (Squeal Team 
Six); Watercolor and gunpowder art by Ashley Spangberg (Patriot Beads and Brass); Terrarium workshop with Dawn 
Schmidt; Horseback Trail Ride at Wilderness Pursuits (Neillsville); Wood Carving & Walking Sticks by Henry Smith;
Reiki with Tracey Morden. In addition, there was an abundance of good food and nightly bonfires!

The cost for one Veteran to attend one of The Highground’s retreats averages $500. We are able to offer 
this experience to them free of charge because of the generosity of our sponsors. If you are able to 
sponsor a Veteran/help fund the Veterans Retreats, please email Theresa at museum@thehighground.us 
or call 715-743-4224.

The Highground is looking forward to the 2022 Veterans Retreats! 
Winter Retreat (open to all Veterans)—February 5, 2022
Male Veterans (3-day) Weekend Retreat—July 8-10, 2022
Female Veterans (3-day) Weekend Retreat—September 9-11, 2022

Alliance Bank
Gauger Ventures LLC
American Legion Post #354
Marshfield Professional Police Assoc.
Am. Legion Phaneuf-Vanasse #111
Citizens State Bank of Loyal
Skip & Debbie Klabon
Milwaukee Brewers
Cathy Lawrence–Scentsy
Festival Foods
Wisconsin Timber Rattlers

WWIS
Central WI Broadcasting
SCOPE Dept of Corrections
Marshfield Acupuncture & Precision 
Armament, LLC
Green Bay Packers
The Vet Center
The Heartbeat Center for Writing,  
Arts & Literacy
Michele Benson
Julie Diesing

Karen Habel
Hailey Lewan in memory of Don Marine
Smokin Highwaymen BBQ
Parrutheads Tact-I-Que BBQ
Squeal Team Six BBQ
Larry & Judith Boyle
VFW Post 2490
Diane Vollrath in memory of Allen 
Zimmerman
United Vietnam Veterans

2021 Veterans Retreat Sponsors
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WWII Pacific Theater Exhibit 
(DECEMBER 4 – MARCH 6, 2022)
Mark your calendar to visit the Museum during the winter! December 4, 2021–March 6, 2022, the Museum 
will be filled with exhibits, memorabilia and personal stories from the military and civilian history of the Pacific 
Theater during WWII. The creation of this exhibit has centered around the outstanding donation by John & 
Maryann Vedder of a family heirloom—a Japanese flag from an area near Kita, North Iwo Jima that was brought 
home from WWII by John’s father, Dr James Vedder. A large part of the exhibition consists of fascinating “real 

person” exhibits from families that have donated memorabilia 
and documented stories from family members that served in the 
Pacific Theater during WWII to the Highground. Additional exhibits 
will be created with the generous assistance of Combat Parts and 
Kulas Body Shop in Abbotsford, Carl Bogar Jr of Historic Military 
Impressions and Troy Buddenhagen, along with the artistic assistance 
of Shawn Ganther. The Eau Claire County 4-H also contributed items 
to the exhibit.
Additions to the military Pacific Theater exhibition will be two very 
unique exhibits focusing on the civilian costs to humanity during 
WWII. A printed exhibit from the Vancouver Island Military Museum 
in British Columbia, Canada  www.vimms.ca titled “Women Beyond 
the Wire” will be on display at The Highground. This exhibit tells the 
story of civilian POWs in the Pacific Theater in addition to the military 
POWs.  A Smithsonian educational poster display “Righting a Wrong: 

Japanese Americans & WWII” will also be part of the Pacific Theater WWII exhibition. This display tells the story of 
how the lives of Japanese Americans were uprooted and confined, losing much of what they had prior to WWII, and 
undergoing an extreme prejudice during this time of a nation at war with their ancestral home country. To round 
out the exhibition, a very special collaboration with many volunteers throughout this past year, has resulted in over 
1,000 handmade origami cranes that will be displayed (on special exhibit frames made by Skip Klabon) as a hope 
and testament to peace and as a way of honoring all the lives lost throughout the globe during WWII.

In preparation for the “WWII – Pacific Theater” Exhibition, Museum Curator Theresa Hebert brought the idea to 
Dale Hammel of Combat Parts ( Jeremy Fiedler, Brandon Schreiber, Jeff Karl, Arlyn Thorne and Robin Weiss) to build 
a full-scale replica of the atomic bomb that was detonated over the Japanese city of Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945. That 

act helped end WWII, and changed our world forever. Combat Parts was the 
key to what will be an outstanding, permanent exhibit for The Highground—
the full-scale replica of that atomic bomb, known as “Little Boy”. Dale and 
the crew worked diligently to create the 10’ x 28” welded metal replica 
plus a wheeled cart. They put in an amazing amount of effort to get all 
the exterior details to match the original from photos and diagrams. After 
Combat Parts finished building “Little Boy”, they sent it to Kulas Body Shop 
in Abbotsford for painting. The Highground Museum is looking forward to 
utilizing the Little Boy replica in many of its future educational programs 
and exhibitions.  Having the full-scale replica where visitors can see the 
actual size of the bomb that inflicted such immense devastation and touch 

it will put the reality of war— the Human cost of War—front and center. Dale Hammel, owner of Combat Parts, 
shared his thoughts about the project. “Working with The Highground each year has always been special for us at 
Combat Parts, Inc. Every year the work we do on projects are interesting, but this years was something very special 
to be part of. I could tell there was a lot of enthusiasm in the shop working on this one! As the “Little Boy” was 
taking shape it seemed even more incredible. We tried to get every detail of this to be like the original one was from 
the pictures provided. I think the shop did an incredible job duplicating the size and features. We are honored to be 
a part of this.” The “Little Boy” replica was funded primarily by Combat Parts Inc., Kulas Body Shop (Paul Erickson, 
owner) and Maryann & John Vedder.

Special exhibits at The Highground Museum are only made possible through the generosity and support 
of individuals and businesses. Thank you to the supporters listed above and to the following donors: 
Charlotte Ayers; Katherine Stevenson (in honor of her father, Paul M. Stevenson and his friend and fellow 
radioman, Harold “Pappy” Doe). For more information, send an email to Theresa at museum@thehighground.us 
or call 715-743-4224.
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Post Traumatic Stress—Trauma Recovery

The Highground Winter Retreat is planned 
for February  5, 2022. A Casual gathering of 
Veterans for a day of ice fishing, snowshoeing 
and PTS workshops at The Highground. This 
retreat is open to all Veterans—men and women.  
Registration is required by January 7, 2022 due to 
activity and workshop materials that need to be 
on hand. Limited lodging is available at the nearby 
Moraine Motel for Veterans who traveled far and 
need to stay overnight. Room reservations are 
required with a $20 fee to hold your room (the fee 
will be returned upon timely arrival at the retreat). 
You will need a valid WI Fishing license. Veterans 
can get WI fishing licenses at a reduced rate (dnr.
wisconsin.gov). For more details, please email 
Theresa at museum@thehighground.us or 
call 715-743-4224.

We thank all the artists who contributed to the 
incredibly successful and healing exhibition 
“Exploring PTSD” that was on display in The 
Highground Museum from July–September.  

Thank you to Skip & Debbie Klabon for 
sponsoring the “Exploring PTSD” Exhibit.

“We Were There: The Vietnam War” 
Gathering the Personal Stories of the Vietnam War 

The Highground is announcing the creation of    
We Were There: The Vietnam War          

an exhibition project documenting the personal stories of
those whose lives were affected by the Vietnam War:

those who served  in-country; those who served elsewhere; 
the families and friends waiting back home.

This extensive exhibition will consist of several types of media,   
making it easily available for the public to view and, importantly, 
keeping the exhibition stories & photographs carefully preserved, 
easily updated as formats change, and allows for additional info to 
be added to the exhibition whenever necessary.  
If you are a Vietnam Veteran (in-country or not in-country) or if
you have family or friends who served and would like to contribute 
stories, photographs, film, etc. to this incredibly important
exhibition, please contact Theresa Hebert 715-743-4224
museum@thehighground.us 

SPONSOR INFORMATION:  A project of this scope also needs the 
financial help of those who believe in documenting and preserving 
stories via current digital formats. Many opportunities are available 
for individuals and businesses that would like to become a sponsor 
of “We Were There: Vietnam War”. To become a sponsor, contact 
Theresa Hebert 715-743-4224 museum@thehighground.us

Post Traumatic Stress – Thoughts and Tools 
to Keep Moving; PTS and Winter – Staying 
Centered, Connected and Calm. 
The Highground is continuing to do what we 
can to aid in the healing and forward movement 
by veterans and families / loved ones that are 
currently managing Post Traumatic Stress.

Stay Centered 
The upcoming holiday season can be a crazy chaotic time...family expectations, gatherings, even 
venturing out for everyday shopping can be a challenge. Depression is common from holiday stress 
and from lack of sunlight. Here are some things that veterans have found “centering” or grounding 
when days get stressful:
• Complete a crossword puzzle, sudoku, word search or other puzzle.
• Play a distracting game on your tablet, computer, or smartphone.
• Put on your favorite movie, TV show, listen to music
• Read a book or magazine.
• Get some essential oils or candles that remind you of good times (freshly cut grass, rain, clean laundry or sugar 

cookies, for example) and smell one.
• Go Outside! Go for a walk, run, or just a stroll to enjoy breathing outside! Focus on one thing while outside. 

Keep yourself in the moment happening now – not yesterday or not tomorrow.
• If you can’t go outside, play some nature sounds such as birds chirping or waves crashing.
• Bite into a lemon or lime, peppermint, spicy foods, etc. as they get your attention/keep you in the moment.
• Cuddle and pet your dog or cat if you have one. Check into volunteering at a pet shelter.
• Embrace the cold outside – let it refresh you and get back in touch with nature.

Read more on the “News & Resources” section of our website.
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Abramowic, Edward A
Aeschbach, Richard R
Alar, Gordon L (TX)
Am Legion Aux Unit 359
Anderson, Steven L (MN)
Ashbrenner, Steven
Austad, Dennis L
Barger, John A
Barreauk, Rick
Binder, Adam J
Binder, James C
Binder, Jeffrey W
Binder, Jerry M
Bliven, Richard L.
Blount, Bruce (IN)
Bolda, Richard R
Bonus Sr, Frank W
Brady Brothers: Bill, Jim, 
Steve, Mike
Brandner, Bruce A
Brandt Bros: Roman, Leander,  
Linus, Jerome, Dan, Charles
Brey, Francis Hammy
Brost, Raymond F.
Brown, Ronald G
Bryant, Ralph A
Brzezinski Brothers
Buchanan, Leonard
Bucheger, Jerry
Bull Falls Harley Davidson
Bull Falls Hog Chapter 4667
Canny, Clyde B.
Card, Fred George
Carl, Gustave
Cassaday, CR (IN)
Cateron, Frog
Cateron, Ron
Ceranski, David
Cler, Phil
Cwikla, Daniel D
Cwikla, Donald J
Decker, Frank
Dick, Jacob D
Dickerson, Richard N.
Dillinger, James
Dixon, Edward E
Draeger, D
Drescher, Lee Allan
Duellman, David L

Duellman, Henry R
Dustan, Gregory Alan
Ehlers, William J.
Eibenholzl, Richard F
Erdmann, Larry
Erickson, George G.
Euseberber, Brent G
Fameree, Steve F
Fatla, Anton S
Foster, Collin M
Frank, Gilbert & Cynthia
Frank, Terrence A
Fritz, Neil T
Funseth, Don L
Ganther, Howard
Gardner,  Bucky
Gardner, John
Gardner, KJ
Gardner, Robert
Gast, Danny
Gipp, Keith
Goralski, David D
Gradel, Lawrence P
Gradel, Sr., Scott P.
Graham Jr, Bruce A
Griese, Kirk
Gudowski, Dick
Guerrero, Joe (K9-Kim 360F)
Hagen, Quentin I
Hansen, Robert J
Hartzheim, Jeff “Ace”
Heimke, Harland L
Herington, Larry
Hill, Jeffrey A (AK)
Hoeper, John
Hook, Alvin (KS)
Horwath, D
Hundt, Thomas L
Jazdzewski, Jenna
Jenswold, John
Johnson, Chuck
Johnson, Ernest H
Johnson, Mary E.
Johnson, Sgt M
Jolly, James C
Jordan, Tony L
Keis, Bradley (K9-Dolf)
Kiefer, Terry
Kleckner, John Dass

Kloida, Gregory R.
Knox, Kevin J
Knuth, Daniel L
Konrardy, Norbert
Kracht, Alvin A
Kramer, Kent R
Kriegel, Kerry (Harddrive)
Krueger, Harvey A
Kuck, Randall
Kunesh, Bill, Mike, Steve
Laabs, Bernie
Lampman, Dale H
LaPointe, David C.
Lapointe, Raymond W
Larson, Glenn
Larson, Michael J
Leis, Eugene
Leis, John
LePage, Jerome E
Lieder, Charles F
Lindau, Robert
Loften, Daniel K
Lucht, Vaughn & Winfred
Malaszuk, Frank W
Martin, Charles J
Matuszak Family
Matuszak, Robert
Matuszak, Sgt John
McCormick, Phil
McKenna, William
McWilliams, Mark
Mech, Dennis A
Mech, Melvin E.
Mech,William T
Metzke, James H
Meyer, Alfred A
Michalowski, Kim (K9-Hobo M793)
Michelkamp, Gregory W
Michlig, Hilarion J
Miller, Larry D
Minster, Daniel W. (IL)
Molski, Samuel
Montgomery, Robert J
Morrison, James E
Mortimer, Ray
Mouradian, Charles
Murphy, Art
Murphy, Frank
Murrow, Jon L (MN)

Honor Stones at The Highground had record placements in 2021. Honor Stones were placed for recipients 
from California, Arkansas, Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Texas and Wisconsin. The Highground is proud to honor 
these recipients. Some have passed, some are still with us, but all were remembered during the ceremonies. 
As a reminder to those who have stones, the Registry holds the stories behind these honor stones and can 
be found in the Museum library. Please continue to send information, stories and pictures of your loved one 
to be included in the books. Below is the complete list of all those honored in 2021 and the state they are 
from if it is not Wisconsin. Thank you for supporting The Highground’s mission to Honor, Educate and Heal.

2021 Honor Stone Placements 
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gift is all it takes

Myers, Michael E.
Nagel, Theodore
Nelson, Alfred Bud
Nelson, James R
Nelson, Kenneth E
Nycz Jr., Frank
Oehler, Lavern
Oehler, Orval
Oehler, Ronald
O’Hara, Diane J
O’Hara, Robert
Orlowski, Charles F.
Orlowski, Harry E
Pakiz, Dave
Pakiz, Mike (IL)
Pekol, Frank E.
Peterson, Palmer Pete
Piontkowski, John S. 
Ploeckelman, Dale
Poehnelt, Donald
Poehnelt, Richard H
Poehnelt, Thomas J
Popp, Stephen C.
Potter, Edward F
Potter, John W
Potter, Robert A
Pozorski, Marvin
Pozorski, Richard
Rasmussen, David J
Rasmussen, Kenneth D
Reimer, Charles J.
Reimer, George L. (MO)
Reimer, Leo K. (IL)
Reimer, Leonard C
Reimer, Rudolph C.
Reinwand, Jerome J.
Reuter, Marvin A
Rio Legion Post 208
Roeder, Theodore Scott
Rogoski, Leo Peter
Rohland, William (CA)
Roidt, Thomas S

Ross, Justin
Rupnick, Jack Edward
Russell Jr, Gordon R
Scheel, Arthur H
Schilling , Kimberly K.
Schilling Craig J.
Schilling, Cory W.
Schilling, Pat & Carl
Schlotterbeck, Robert
Schmeling, Marvin M
Schmude, David Lee
Schoenfeldt, Richard
Schoenfuss, Theodore
Schomber, Chris
Schultz, Marcus A
Schwanebeck, Arnold L
Schweiger, Thomas A
Seelow, Dewayne
Seelow, Eugene
Seelow, Jr. William A
Seelow, Kenneth
Seelow, Richard
Seelow, Sr., William A
Severson,Tanner (MN)
Sharretts, David 
Sharretts, David C
Sherwood, Kenneth
Smith, Mark
Spangenberg, Matt
Spangler, James G
Spaulding, Kim A
Sprotte, Wallace H
Steinhilber, Art
Steward, Charles B “Doc”
Strojny, Norman B
Szalewski, Clarence A
Tanner, Gregory E
Tauer, Dave
Thompson Jr, Kyle
Thompson Sr, Kyle
Thompson, Eugene, Dennis, Robert
Tiziai, Jerry

Tiziani, Jennifer
Tollard, Gerald C.
Tomke, Michael R
Tomke, Richard C
Trachota, John G
Tremain, Philip M.
Valdez, Francis P
Veteran Memorial Hall-Necedah
VFW Post 10170
VFW Post 1865-Kenosha
VFW Post 3358-Slinger
Viets, Dennis L
Vine, Michael
Voelker, Mithell W.
Waller Family
Walters, Henry J
Walters, James M
Washko, Philip
Waterman, Wes
Webb, Robert
Weiler, Bernard A
Weis Brothersa: John & Stephen
Wells, Wilbur A “Bud”
Welter, William (K9-Colonel)
Weyand, Paul
Wilford, Dale A
Wilz, Cliffor Peter
Wood, Maurice (Woody)
Wozniak, Bruce J
Wozniak, Sara L
Wozniak, Victor J
Wunsch, Laverne
Yaron Jr., Tony
Yetter, Steve J
Yowell, John H
Zais, Joe “Buzz”
Zebro, Ray & Family
Zierhut, Jay Alva
Zimmer, James R
Zimmer, Lucinda L
Zurfluh, Lyle B.
Zurn, Bill

2022 Honor Stone applications are available on our website, on the “Honor Stone” page, 
at thehighground.us/honor-stones. You can apply online or print the application and 
mail it to: The Highground, PO Box 457, Neillsville, WI 54456. We are looking forward to 
another exciting and busy year as many stones have already been reserved for 2022!

Hi Kay,
Thanks for all your help with getting Ted’s stone and the ceremony 
was great yesterday (Oct 2, 2021)... glad we were able to be there... 
my nephew and brother especially appreciated the chance to shake 
hands with all the veterans!  We had a perfect day!
Thanks again,
Betsie
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Around the Campfire
Camp Victory News

The fall hunts ended at camp this past week, but new friendships, shared camaraderie and 
memories were again part of the experience. The deer harvest was the best it’s been since 
the inception of the fall hunting camp. This part of the hunt makes up a small part of the 
experience, but no one has complained going home with some meat in the freezer. A major part 
of the hunt is the calmness of nature and saturation of Veterans who have a shared experience. 
The stories and common experiences that are shared make a positive lasting impact on all 
participants. Many Veterans this year expressed the wish that they could stay and were very 
thankful for the healing that took place. 

EVENTS

The sanitary facility is finally completed! 
Thanks to countless hours of volunteers and 
contractors who all pitched in to make it happen. 
The final cost was $85,000 with $30,000 coming 
from an anonymous private donor and $55,000 
coming from open houses at camp, biannual raffles 
and donations made to camp. The new facility 
has bathrooms for male and female and a shower 
facility. With the sanitary addition the campground 
now has gravel pads for campers, tent camping, 
electricity, and water. 

improvements

List of volunteers who helped this fall
The bluegill pond was finally able to get a much-needed upgrade this fall from a $2500.00 cash 
donation from John and Joan Laab. Dennis and Jeff from D + D Fish Hatchery provided the aerator, 
installation, and equipment at cost. They did the installation for free allowing the donation to cover 
the cost. Jeff is a Veteran who has really enjoyed his time coming to camp stocking the pond, cooking 
for the Purple Heart fish fry, and installing the aerator. By getting an aerator we can keep fish over the 
winter for kids and families in the summer and a fish fry for the Purple Heart Veterans in the fall. 
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From the Director CHRIS PETTIS

Most of 2021 is in our rear view mirror with many positive memories made and 
having met many wonderful people. It has been encouraging to see the amount 
of visitors this year. I am excited about 2022 in the hope that more guests visit 
and reap the benefits the park offers. It boggles my mind, (an easy thing to do) the 
amount of guests I’ve met who never heard about us prior to their visit. Maybe 
that is one of the necessary evils of our serene location. Every day our staff and 
volunteers strive to make every guest’s visit a positive and memorable experience. 
Thank you to all who have volunteered their time, knowledge, experience and skills 
for The Highground and Camp Victory. You and your steadfast devotion to our 
mission and the well-being of Veterans, their families and those who support them 
is extremely vital. I have seen, firsthand, the impact that you have on them. We have 
many volunteer opportunities available for 2022; if you or someone you know would 
be interested in helping, please give us a call, send an email or stop by for a visit. 

As the Executive Director, I am constantly reflecting on the daily encounters, our events and where we may 
improve the experience of everyone involved. We have three annual events that culminate at The Highground 
that I encourage you to witness; Heroes Ride, Honor Ride and Ride to Remember®. On the seat of a bicycle since 
1983, diehard supporters pedal for 2-3 days from different parts of the state and converge at The Highground. 
They do this in the heat of the summer, spending nights on the floors of schools, Veteran organizations and 
campgrounds, to continue their voyage the following day. Some have continued this tradition for 37 years while 
encouraging others, young and old, to join their mission. All the Heroes Ride riders put their heart and soul into 
this event, making it The Highground’s largest yearly fundraiser. The Honor Ride and Ride to Remember rumble in 
as our next longest and largest events. As each one of the bicyclists and motorcyclists, some being Veterans, ride 
past the American flag lined drive, the feelings of pride, honor, patriotism, brotherhood and freedom resonate 
with the participants along with the guests that welcome them. Help us welcome these parades of Veteran 
supporters—Join us in 2022 on The Highground Plaza on Sunday, May 30, Saturday, August 7 and Saturday, 
August 20 as we welcome 100+ riders and thank them for their dedication and support. Be that Welcome 
Home that each one of them deserves.

On behalf of the staff and The Highground Board of Directors, Thank You. We wish everyone the
best through the holidays. Stay warm, be safe and if in your darkest hour, when your demons come, 
call on me and we will fight them together (Thank you, Dan).

Last Chance for Quilt Raffle Tickets

Reminder: The drawing is on December 18 at noon, so this is your last chance to purchase tickets. If you are 
present for the drawing, you can choose your quilt. If you are unable to attend, let one of the staff members know 
which quilt number(s) you prefer and we will do our best to get that one for you when your name is pulled from 
the spinner. We hope you have a chance to visit the Museum to see them before they leave. Quilt pictures are
also featured on our website until December 18 at thehighground.us/events/patriotic-quilt-raffle-2021.

Now is the time to get your tickets 
and close 2021 with a cozy patriotic 
quilt. 22 beautiful, unique quilts have been 
donated for the raffle and are on display in 
the Museum. Thank you Quilters! As with 
previous years, we’re sure the winners will 
not be disappointed. 
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From the Chair GARY WEIRAUCH

A few notes about our Capital Campaign:

1) We have currently reached $1.3 million in donations and pledges with many requests for donations and grants 
outstanding.
2) We are currently working on interior plans and are hoping to have final construction plans drafted by January.
3) The contractors on our building committee have alerted us to the fact that there is a six month backlog in 
obtaining building materials once a bid is let. This means a bid let on April 1 would see trusses arriving in October 
and we have no plans for a winter build. Therefore, the logical course of action is to keep the Park functioning as 
is in 2022 and have a contractor on board by the fall so materials arrive in the spring of 2023.

The current supply chain struggles that exist are consequences of COVID-19, so we need to be patient and 
prudent in our planning. It’s not what anyone wanted, but it’s a reality we must acknowledge. Happy Holidays!

The Highground History Project
The Highground is collecting priceless personal stories of its history.
Were you a part of The Highground BEFORE it was “The Highground”? Do you 
have photos and/or personal stories that you would like to share of those 
early years, throughout the creation and dedication of tributes, events and 
beautiful structures such as the Timberframe and the Plaza, itself?

Sadly, we know that many people who made significant contributions to 
the creation of The Highground are no longer with us. We do want to hear 
from the people who were close to them if there are stories or photographs 
from those individuals that can still be brought to this project. Are you 
someone who may not have been part of the creation of The Highground 
but who has a story of healing at The Highground to share? We would love to hear from you, as the healing, 
educational, spiritual and emotional gifts of The Highground are why it is here. Healing from the communication 
of experiences and shared feelings is the heart of The Highground. 

In 2022—January 25–28 and March 1–4—The Highground Museum will be holding interviews for this vital 
history project. Interviews can be completed in person at The Highground Museum or over the phone. We will 
also be recording the interviews for historical accuracy and asking each person to sign a release form so we can 
share the information and photos for this history project—with full credit noted—in print and across our digital 
channels.  Please call to reserve your interview time by emailing Theresa at museum@thehighground.
us or calling 715-743-4224. We will not be able accommodate walk-in interviews due to limited 
personnel, time and equipment.

As I write this, it is Veterans Day and by the time you read this, it will be just before 
Christmas. It is a day (and time of year) for reflection, for remembrance, a time for 
giving thanks for all who have served and sacrificed. At The Highground, we are 
doubly blessed with both donors and volunteers. Without our “porch greeters”, 
tour leaders, cooks and those who help with park and camp maintenance, we 
would never be able to fulfill our ongoing mission to Honor, Educate and Heal. 
Without our donors, many of whom support us annually, we would not be able to 
offer the programs and services so vital to our veterans. 

So, in this season of giving and being thankful, let me say thank you to all who 
have supported The Highground and Camp Victory in any way. Never let it be said 
that we are not appreciative of your efforts!
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Board of Directors
Chairman–Gary Weirauch 
Neillsville, WI

Vice Chair–Gary Karczewski 
LeRoy, IL

Secretary–Scott Kissinger 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

Treasurer–Don Quicker 
Neillsville, WI

Bob Barth–Neillsville, WI

Leonard Frye–Richland Center, WI

Al Lamovec–Chippewa Falls, WI

Bill Lobeck–Viola, WI

Steve Maddox–Chippewa Falls, WI

Daniel Curran–Dodgeville, WI

Michele Benson–Ripon, WI

Dominic Anderson–Richland Center, WI

Wayne Guenther–Strum, WI

Jim Henchen–Neillsville, WI

Executive Director
Chris Pettis
director@thehighground.us
Donations Coordinator
Kay Anason
donations@thehighground.us
Museum Coordinator
Theresa Hebert
museum@thehighground.us
Marketing Coordinator
Liz Hamilton
marketing@thehighground.us
Events Coordinator
Bonnie Pettis
events@thehighground.us
Gift Shop Coordinator
Rhonda Miller
store@thehighground.us 
Maintenance
Mike Purgett
Gift Shop Staff
Roxane Purgett
Judy Quicker 
Rayle Winegarden
Myrisa Pettis

Donation Highlights – Thank You

The Highground received a special donation this 
fall...A stainless steel wind chime standing 12 feet 
tall and including five four-foot tubes to represent 
each branch of service. It’s a beautiful sight to 
behold and has a magical sound. It’s currently 
sitting near the deck of the Admin building, so
it’s out of the way for upcoming construction. 
A permanent home will be determined at a later 
date. Thank you, John and Mike!

The Highground was presented with two 
generous donations on July 17. The American 
Legion District 2 Riders designated a portion of 
their offering to our capital campaign initiative. 
In addition, they delivered a check from Post 36 
Sons of the American Legion. Thank you all for 
your support!

A check was presented to Chris, Executive 
Director, by Post 185 members with a message 
from the Commander. “Chris, Thank you so much 
for the personal attention, tour and hospitality. 
We enjoyed the trip and plan to be back...as well 
as tell our friends. Members of our post were 
moved by The Highground and I think it helped 
them to heal.”
Duke Tucker, Post Commander
Brass Fossum Janke Post 185

The Highground received a sweet thank you from the winning bidder of the 
Christmas Mountain Condo Sale. “Thank you Fred & Kim B. for donating the 
condo stay to raise funds for The Highground... Thank you for opportunity to 
stay... I do foster care and each year we try to take a trip to the Dells, but this 
year was extra special. With your help, we were able to stay a whole week in 
place of 3-4 days. Three of the kids had never experienced anything like this 
as they have been homeless for 4-5 years. Thanks again, you helped make 
memories for these kids that I am sure won’t be forgotten. – Richelle

The Highground received another generous 
donation earlier this year, from the DMZ MC.
The largest portion has been designated for our 
general fund with the remainder to be used for 
maintenance on the National Native American 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Thank you for your 
continued support!
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Newsletter Subscription Request
We continue to update our records and need your help! The newsletter is a big 
project to organize and we want to make sure people continue to receive it as well 
as other important updates. Please visit our website and look for the “I support 
The Highground” box located on the home page. Click on it and then update your 
information by completing the form.  We can mail you a printed newsletter or send 
a digital copy; we just need to know what you prefer. If you provide us with your 
information, we can also send you our email newsletter which will include updates 
as they happen. Want to make sure you don’t miss an issue? Cut off the form to the 
right, fill it out and send it with your donation in the included envelope. Please rest 
assured that The Highground does not sell its lists or your information to anyone. 

For More Information, Contact 715-743-4224
W7031 Ridge Rd, P.O. Box 457, Neillsville, WI 54456

Find us somewhere on Social Media!

Friends of The Highground
The Highground is a grass-roots, non-profit 501(c)3 organization 
that does not receive any ongoing federal or state funding. We 
have a very small operating budget and only exist because of the 
hearts and hands of thousands of volunteers and contributors 
who continue to give generously of their time, talents and 
personal/financial resources. 

Please accept my donation of $_______________
I would like the gift to be used for: 

________________________________________
and/or the Newsletter subscription $25

Please mail to: The Highground 
P.O. Box 457 Neillsville, WI 54456

 or call 715-743-4224 to make a donation.
I would like more information about:

_____ Upcoming Events and Fundraising Calendar
_____ Honor Stones
_____ Add someone to the mailing list  
            (please include the name and address of the 
            person you want to send a gift subscription to)
_____ Endowment Fund
_____ Booking information for the “My War” and 
            “We Were There” exhibits  

I would also like to volunteer for the 
following events and activites. Please 

reach out to me! 
_____ Porch Greeter
_____ Work Week
_____ Heroes Ride Annual Bike Tour
_____ Honor Ride/Memorial Day
_____ Ride to Remember™
_____ The Highground Museum
_____ Camp Victory
_____ Legacy Honor Stone Ceremonies
_____ Military Working Dog Honor Stone Ceremonies
_____ Korean War Honor Stone Ceremonies
_____ Persian Gulf Honor Stone Ceremonies

Name ____________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City ____________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Questions or Comments ______________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

The Highground Wist List:

• Skid Steer Broom
• Funds for Registry materials
• Funds for archival quality storage items
• Funding for Winter Veterans Retreat 
 (PTSD, outdoor and therapeutic worshops)
• Funding for male/female Styrofoam “heads”
 (Veterans Retreat Workshops)
• Display mannequin heads (Gift Shop)
• Volunteers for 2022 Events Committee (call Bonnie)
• Volunteers for 2022 Honor Stone Ceremony Crew (call Kay)
• RECEIVED cordless drill for Museum Thank you!

Gifting opportunities to consider:

• Honor a lost loved one with a Memorial gift
• Honor a loved one with an Honorarium
• Contribute to The Highground Endowment Fund
• Sponsor a Persian Gulf Tribute barrier for $4K
 (together with family community, employer, etc.)
• Veterans service organizations can honor the families and
 communities of our Veterans with a United in Service Stone

To support any of these initiatives, please 
call 715-743-4224 or send an email to Kay at 
donations@thehighground.us.

Wish List



WWII

Benedict J. Allard
Austin M. Anderson
Earl J. Anderson
Leander J. Aurie
John R. Bailey
Robert J. Bain
Earl B. Baumann
Clovis B. Beach
John S. Beaupre
Ardmore E. Bellile
Charles P. Bergman
Richard W. Berken
Robert F. Bins
Joseph J. Blaszkowski
Gordon F. Briquelet
Arthur A. Brown
Raymond R. Brunette
Carlton F. Budd
Leland H. Burdon
Jerome C. Burkel
Wilbert T. Burns
Frank D. Byrd
Earl G. Cavanaugh
Gerald J. Charlier
Gilbert M. Chinn
N. E. Christensen
John J. Conway
Clifford W. Coppens
Donald C. Coppersmith
Robert W. Cornelius

Korean War

Ronald Loren Stewart
Robert Ronald St. Mary
Jerome H. Stoffel
Edward Joseph Stoll
Richard T. Stone
Thomas S Stretsbery, Jr.
Ronald Duane Strommen
Arthur H. Stroud
Francis E. Stutlien
Jerome A. Sudut
Loenard J. Sullivan
Robert D. Sumter
Laverne A Sutliff
Franklin T. Swartz
James Edward Swenson
Edward H. Swiechowski
Stanley J. Szymanski
Harold G. Tacke
Melvin E. Taggart
Jack H. Taktakian
Richard D. Tatro
Claude E. Tennant
Donald Terrio
Willard N. Tessin
 David Curtis Theophilus
John H. Thomas
Joseph Thomas
Arlie O. Thompson
Duane Thompson
Jerry A. Thompson

Spencer J. Thompson
Joseph A. Thomson
John B. Thorn
Peter Tilhof 

Vietnam War

Randall Alan Woolcott
Larry Roger Woolridge
James Kenneth Wozniak
David James Woznicki
Vincent Wright
Richard Thomas Wucinski
Clinton Carl Wusterbarth
Glen Harry Young
John E Young
Michael Edward Young
William Francis Zahn Jr
Thaddeus Zajac
Thomas Howard Zehner
Henry James Zeichert
James George Zeimet
Robert Edward Zeske
Robert George Zink
Steven Lynn Zobel
Dennis James Zwirchitz
Frank Zydzik Jr
John Leon Abrams 
Roger Carl Henry Ackerman 
Clarence Clifton Adams 
Lee Chester Adams 
Dennis James Adamski 

Timothy Charles Agard
David W Agnew
Vincent James Aguis 
James John Ahrens 
Terry Lee Albright 
Michael John Allard
Donald William Allen Jr. 
Merlin Raye Allen 
Robert Roger Allmers 
Roscoe Ammerman

Desert Storm, 
OIF, OEF – To 
Present Day

Paul Buege
Kevin Calloway
Michael Fitz
Daniel Joel
Cheryl LaBeau-O’Brien
Lance Monsen
Rocky Nelson
Scott Schroeder
Brian Scott
William Strehlow
Patrick Wanke
Carl Zabel
Anthony R. Wasielewski
Michael J. Wendling
Earl D. Werner
Matthew J. West
Travis M. Wichlacz

Let us remember and honor all those who perished during their service and let them not go in silence. 
We ring our replica Liberty Bell in their honor at each ceremony.  We hope you will ring it whenever you are here.
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Let Them Not Go In Silence
The Highground Veterans Memorial Park staff, visitors and supporters remember and honor all who have served; in times of combat and in times of 
peace. All Veterans of any era have, at one point in their life, written a blank check made payable to “The United States of America”, for an amount up to 
and including their life. We recognize that they and their families have in many different ways been affected by their service. Many positive qualities and 
sometimes hardships result from signing that blank check. Over 26,000 Wisconsin men and women gave their lives during combat (KIA) service to 
our country. As a tangible reminder for us all, a different selection of KIA names will be printed for each future ceremony and newsletter. 
Again, this is not the complete list but a selection of names from each war who gave their lives in combat areas.

Michelle M. Witmer
Jeremy L. Wolfe
Daniel R. Wyatt
Luke J. Zimmerman
Matthew R. Zindars
Jeremy Bird
Daniel Busch
Carson Holmquist
Durwood “Hanks” Jones
Richard J. Kemp
Amy Krueger
Heidi Ruh
Russell Seager

The Holiday Lights program is designed to create a 
unique, magical experience at the Park during the 
holidays by offering supporters another opportunity 
to honor their loved ones. Each star is lit with 25 LED 
lights that follow the shape of the star and includes a 
placard for a loved one’s name. These “Honor Stars” 
will illuminate the Plaza until March 1, 2022.
Visit our website to learn more.


